126                          THE ANCIENT WOULD
But the empire did not die without leaving its
traces behind. Alexander thought of it as a model
and Chandragupta Maurya followed its despotism
in his own plan of building an empire, the shortcomings
of the Persian organization set right by his great
minister Chanakya-. Another and a more distinct
Influence left behind was of the Persepolitan archi-
tect and sculptor. The Asokan monuments breathe
the execution and finish of the Persian pattern, its
polish and shine, which India never knew ' before,,
never followed after. No wonder too? for the contact
between the two countries had been close. Indian
mercenaries had fought the Greeks and shared the
.defeat of Xerxes and the Punjab had formed the Twenti-
eth Satrapy of the empire of Darius the Great. His
volce5 though calmed by love and urged by human
welfare, set the tone of Asokan edicts, the first to be
Inscribed in India.